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Another year and another 330 lots (or so) sold!  Very many thanks to all 
those members who volunteered to help with the smooth running of 
the day.  This year’s task force welcomed a number of new faces, all of 
whom said they enjoyed the day and their help was very much appreci-
ated. 
 

The day dawned cold and 
damp, but although it 
remained overcast for 
much of the day the rain 
held off until the late af-
ternoon.  Nonetheless 
everyone appeared to 
have a good day, 
whether buying or sell-
ing.  Bidding was brisk 
with a wide range of bee-
keeping equipment on 
offer and a number of honeybee colonies and nucs going under the 
hammer. 
 

One of our longest serving supporters, Sheila Abrahams from Central 
Sussex, has been coming to the event for 25 years and was joined in 
2004 by Sally Hall.  Both have said this would be their final year of bak-
ing for the event.  So a very big thank you to both for the Stirling support 
offered so willingly to the Association.  We’ll miss you next year! 
 

The date of next year’s event and venue will be published shortly.  The 
auction cannot take place without the active support of members so 
please book the time in your diary when it is confirmed. 
 

Graham 

Annual Bee Market & Auction 
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Two landowners are offering accommodation to a well 
behaved honeybee colony, or three.  The first is an 80 
acre estate in Lurgashall.  The site offers an apple or-
chard with 35 acres of woodlands, 6 acres of formal gar-
den and ancient pasture. Wisteria, roses and quinces 
cover the house.  There is also a vegetable patch, flower 
boarders and some of the biggest clematis in the coun-
try. 
 

The second is a 9 acre apple orchard in Nutbourne, 
Chichester. 
 

Members who are interested in either site should con-
tact me in the first instance. 
 

Graham  
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  

Des Res for Bees 

Bees for Sale 

Up to five colonies of bees in Langstroth hives are being offered for sale in Salis-
bury.   

The hives which are less than 4 years old each include 2 supers, sloping hive 
stand, open mesh floor and travel screen.  £350 per strong colony or £1500 for 
all five.   

If you are interested please contact John Stammers on 01722782453, mobile 
07785 547051  or email jtstammers@btinternet.com  

University of Cambridge 

The University of Cambridge is again offering a bees and pollina-
tors weekend course this summer.   ‘Bees, flies and flowers: the 
ecology of pollination and why it matters’ will be held on 26 - 28 
June. 
 

This weekend course takes place at the Cambridge University Institute of Continuing Education’s home, 
Madingley Hall.  The course costs £250 which includes lunch & dinner over the weekend, refreshments, 
and tuition. It is also possible to stay at Madingley Hall’s B&B over the weekend at an additional cost 
starting from £50 per night, subject to availability.  If you would like to sign up or would like more infor-
mation about the course, please visit www.ice.cam.ac.uk/bees 

mailto:jtstammers@btinternet.com
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/bees
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The Yalding & District Beekeepers’ Association is holding its 4th Honeybee Fayre and 
Auction on Sunday 10th May at Riverdale Field, Benover Road, Yalding, Kent, ME18 
6ES between 10:30am and 4:30pm. 
 
A day out for the family, with face painting, live bee demonstrations (weather permit-
ting!), an observation hive, lots of interesting information and stalls selling a variety 
of bee-related goodies for the beekeeper, and their friends and family. 
 
The Auction  is from 2:30pm onwards.  Entries into the auction for sale are still open with details on the 
website. 

There will be a wide selection of cakes, a beautiful selection of bee-
related books and puppets, for all ages, and plenty to eat and drink.  
Honey and beekeeping equipment will also be on sale as well as a 
plethora of plants, selected with help from the RHS and local nurser-
ies to be excellent for pollinating insects!   
 
For further details visit the Association’s website 
www.yaldingbeekeepers.co.uk  or www.yaldingbeefayre.co.uk  
 
 

Steve Clarkson 
Event Manager , Yalding & District BKA 

Yalding & District Beekeepers’ Fayre & Auction 

National Honey Show - Lecture Programme 

The venue is again St Georges College, Weybridge on 29th - 31st October.  The planned 
programme for 2015 lectures will be Dr Deborah Delaney from the University of Dela-
ware on ‘Honey Marketing’, ‘Honeybee Pests’, ‘Integrated Pest Management for the 
Small Scale Beekeeper’ and ‘Why Genetics are Important to the Beekeeper’.   
 
Dr Juliana Rangel from the University of Texas will talk on ‘The Biology of Mating’,  
’Swarming’, and ‘The Colony’.  Ben Harden, NDB will be talking on ‘Bees in Winter’, and 
Professor Dave Goulson, University of Sussex, on ‘Neonicotinoids, Bees and Politics’, 
followed by ‘Bumblebees, their Ecology and Conservation’.  Finally, Professor Robert Pickard will speak on  
‘Queens he has Known’.  Plans will be consolidated as the Show draws closer.  
 
The Friday BeeCraft Lectures will take place again this year, as will the Saturday series of lectures for 
those new to beekeeping, and those just interested in the subject.  These will include ‘Yearly Beekeeping 
Activities’, ‘Swarm Control’, ‘Pests and Diseases’ and ‘Products of the Hive for Showing’. 
 
In addition to the lectures from 2013, five videos from the 2014 lecture programme are now available to 
view on the National Honey Show YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/user/nationalhoneyshow.  
 
Please note that the NHS website www.honeyshow.co.uk is currently being re-developed.  

http://yaldingbeekeepers.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f761815d5a44e99b1bb51d5c7&id=d001562aa4&e=c65c46eb85
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 9:30am - midday throughout May  -  Meetings at the Pease Pottage Training Apiary 

subject to the weather.  Further details from Melvyn Essen:  
chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 12th May - ‘Bee Diseases’ with David Rudland from East Surrey Bees.   7:30pm at the 

Fishbourne Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE.  
Further details from Henrietta Currey: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 2nd & 23rd May  -  Teaching Apiary Meetings at 1:30pm.   

Wednesday 13th May - Teaching Apiary Meeting at 6pm. 

Further details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Sunday 3rd & 10th May - Inspections at the Teaching Apiary.  Further details from Phil Carter:  phi-

lange5180@btinternet.com  or the WBKA website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

 

Sunday 10th May  -  Yalding & District Beekeepers’ 4th Honeybee Fayre & Auction.  10:30am - 4:30pm. 

See article in this newsletter.  For more details visit www.yaldingbeekeepers.co.uk  

Sunday 17th May  - Brinsbury Country Fayre.  Come along and see the Wisborough Green bees on dis-

play.  Full details on their website www.chichester.ac.uk/Courses/Visit-Us/Brinsbury-Show-Events/ 

Thursday 11th June - Saturday 13th June - South of England Show with the ever-popular Bees & 

Honey Tent.  Ardingly Showground near Haywards Heath.  Full details on their website: 

http://seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-england-show/bees-honey/ 

 

 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 
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http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk


Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News and reflects on Prof. Keith Delaplane’s 
recent lecture in West Sussex. 

May already, where has the time gone?  Spring seems to have been condensed 
into a few short weeks and I had the unusual site of both apricot and cherry in 
flower at the same time.  All around the countryside and gardens are busy turning 
green as buds burst into life.  It is the best time of the year and brings renewal and 
hope for a new season.  It seems only yesterday we were shivering in the cold of 
late March.   
 

At the start of his recent talk in Petworth, Keith Delaplane spoke of arriving in Eng-
land in spring to be greeted by sleet when walking Hadrian’s Wall.  In his talk enti-
tled ‘Biological Clues to Good Bee Management’, he set out to present to us how 
bees got to where they are today through evolution from vegetarian wasps, 

through solitary, to social bees.  Each feature is a product of their evolution, a step on the way to what we 
see today.  From the festooning of bees in a catenary arc as they build their comb, an echo of earlier open 
comb builders, still found in Apis florea, to the polyandry or multiple mating with 15 or 20 drones as a 
means of maintaining genetic diversity in the colony.  
 

So what about us as beekeepers?  Are we farmers or naturalists?  We want to save the bees but also have 
the honey.  Which of the things we do are working with the bees and which perhaps go against the grain? 
He went on to look at some of the things we do and some of the beliefs we have as beekeepers. The hex-
agonal cell is not built as a hexagon but assumes that shape as they pack together.  Wax moth is in fact 
not a bad guy but cleans out old colonies, renewing the space for the next inhabitants.  Something we 
perhaps already knew, was that old comb is bad for survival and there is also more brood in new comb.  
 

His view is that we don’t feed enough and there may be critical times when near starvation will have an 
effect on bee development and result in premature ageing.  Propolis has moved from being something to 
breed out, to a benefit to the bees.  It has an immune enhancing effect.  Yes, it’s sticky and messy but it is 
one of nature’s antiseptics.  I even read recently it shows potential as a treatment for baldness.   
 

What Keith Delaplane’s talk highlighted was how little we really know about bees and yet we think we 
know all about beekeeping.  Take open mesh floors, something many beekeepers have moved to.  They 
reduce Varroa not apparently because the mites fall through but maybe be-
cause the improved ventilation reduces the ability of mites to detect the 
smell of brood about to be sealed.  There is even tantalising evidence that 
increasing the distance between hives affects Varroa numbers. The only trou-
ble is, my garden isn’t large enough to try the idea out.   
 

Then there is bee breeding. His research has shown that the more drones a 
queen mates with the better.  Colonies with highly polyandrous queens have 
lower brood disease and are fitter, but what really matters is the rare genes, 
those that confer protection against pests and diseases.  Do we have enough 
drones?  So thank you Keith for a very enlightening and entertaining talk.  
 
It looks like winter survival has been high this year in our area but what are 
the queens like?  I have come across drone brood in worker cells in some colo-
nies and had reports of queens that have become drone layers.  It will be interesting to compare 2015 
queens with last year, so if you would like to join in our queen survey do get in touch to add the data from 
your apiary.   
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           Prof. Keith Delaplane 



We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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We are also gearing up to dissect a few failed queens to see if anything can be learnt.  So if you are dis-
posing of one of your queens, please call us.  Frozen and thawed queens are not as good for dissection as 
freshly killed, so if they could be caged until we can collect them that would be most helpful. 
 
 

 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

... and finally 

 
As you may have seen in the May edition of BBKA NEWS, where BBKA Assessors travel to 
an Association or privately owned apiary details of how to contact the Emergency Ser-
vices must be available.  This to include the location’s Post Code and/or a Map Reference.  
If visiting an Association apiary the Apiary Manager or other responsible person must be 
present throughout the visit. 
 
If these Health & Safety requirements are not met no Assessments will proceed. 

mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com

